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the Act relating to the Importation of Books and the Protection
of the British Author.
The Act of 2 Geo. V, c. 5 recites the provisions of s. 25 (1) of
the Imperial Act of 1911 in the preamble and states that "whereas
it is desirable that this Legislature should declare that the said
Act shall be in force in this Colony, Be it therefore enacted... as
follows:
1. The Act of the Imperial Parliament 1 & 2 George V, chap-
ter 46, entitled 'An Act to Amend and Consolidate the Law re-
lating to Copyright' and all the provisions thereof except such as
are expressly restricted to the United Kingdom by the said Act
shall be in force throughout the Colony of Newfoundland."
Sections 2 and 3 of the Act are the repealing sections, and sec-
tion 4 provides that "This Act shall not come into force until the
first day July, 1912."
In addition to the copyright legislation described above there
was passed on 18 May 1887 an "Act to provide for the preserva-
tion of copies of books printed in Newfoundland, and for the
registration of stich books."1 This Act has not been expressly
repealed, but upon the coming into force in Newfoundland of
the Imperial Act of 1911 practically the whole of the local copy-
right legislation was repealed. The repeal removed the necessity
of the deposit of copies, etc., and it is now merely necessary to
produce the book in Newfoundland, upon doing which the
protection of the Imperial Act is secured automatically. It would
seem, therefore, that the Legislative Library of Newfoundland
has legally lost its right to free copies of books, and that there is
now no depository library in this Dominion. Owing, no doubt,
to the cost of production, any books which, during the period
elapsing from the passing of the Act of 1887, may have been
written in Newfoundland, have been printed abroad. The result
has been that no copies of any books were lodged; so that the loss
to the Legislative Library is in reality no more than a theoretical
and confirmatory one.2
The Act of 1887 provided that three copies of every book,
volume, part or division of a volume and pamphlet in any lan-
guage, every sheet of music, map, or chart separately published
1  50 Viet., c. 18 Consolidated Statutes, 3rd series to 1916, ch. 70.
2  Information kindly supplied by the Department of the Secretary of State.